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City and school officials in Burlingame are
set to begin negotiations over who is
responsible for the cost of improvements
to improve traffic around Hoover
Elementary School. 

Multiple opinion pieces in The Daily
Journal offered perspectives on the San
Mateo Union High School District's
proposal to add permanent lights to
athletic fields. Find Dorothy Dimitre's
column here and an editorial here. 

Construction crews at Woodside
Elementary are working to ensure their
new auditorium will be open in time for
operetta rehearsals. When it opens, the
building will also have a new name. 

East Palo Alto Charter School's science
program is exposing its students to
science early. Many of the students come
from low-income African-American and
Latino communities—groups that are often
underrepresented in STEM fields.

Giles Beebe, a sophomore at
Menlo-Atherton High School, has a
love of things that fly. He's currently
running a drone service and repair
company called Menlo Drones. 

The board of the Woodside Elementary
School District is deciding if it wants to put
a new parcel tax on the ballot in June or
November. The current tax expires at the
end of June 2017. 

Thanks to a grant from the Los
Angeles Museum of Tolerance, 33
members of the Portola Valley
School District community were able
to visit the museum to learn more
about topics such as the Holocaust
and the civil rights movement.

As part of the "Poetry is Cool" campaign,
the Burlingame Library is encouraging
local students who are in kindergarten
through fifth grade to submit original
pieces in exchange for a new book of
poetry.  

The Almanac published its "Year in
Review" of local schools, with
stories from Menlo Park City,
Woodside, Portola Valley, and Las
Lomitas school districts.

Food for Thought
The Every Student Succeeds Act, which was signed into law in December, requires that
states include English language proficiency in their accountability frameworks under Title I,
which governs accountability for low-income students. States will now need to set their
own goals for English learner achievement on English proficiency assessments and
statewide math and language arts assessments. 
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The Menlo Park City School District will be
putting two tax measures on the ballot in
May as a way to address growing
enrollment. 

Multiple teenage students in Redwood
City have been approached by a man
offering them rides while they were
walking to or from school. 

The Millbrae Elementary School District
Board is discussing pushing back the start
time at Taylor Middle School. 

Enrollment at Woodside High School
leveled out during the 2015-16 school
year, despite predictions of 19%
enrollment growth by 2020. 

Eric Hartwig, interim superintendent in the
Portola Valley School District, has agreed
to stay on through June 2017. 

Parkway Heights Middle School in South
San Francisco was recognized by
SMCOE as an Achievement in Motion
(AIM) school. Find out more about the AIM
project on SMCOE's website. 

At a recent meeting, members of the
South San Francisco school community
expressed frustration about construction
projects built with money from Measure J.

The San Bruno Community Foundation
will soon begin accepting applications for
nine scholarships, worth a total of
$100,000, through a program designed to
memorialize the victims of the Crestmoor
pipeline explosion. 

The city of Menlo Park has received a
grant for a project that will increase bike
and pedestrian safety along Valparaiso
Avenue, making the street safer for
students. 

Encinal Elementary School in
Atherton celebrated the arts and
culture of Brazil during their annual
Cultural Arts Day. 

Food for Thought
Acting U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King, Jr. announced new guidance to help
states identify and eliminate low-quality, redundant, or unhelpful testing. NPR has a nice
summary, but you can read the full letter to state officials here. 
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A building at Cunha Intermediate
School was closed indefinitely due
to the presence of water in several
of the classrooms. 

Superintendent News

Dr. Shawnterra Moore,
superintendent of the South San
Francisco Unified School District,
gave the keynote at California's
2016 Title I Conference.

Dr. Craig Baker, superintendent of
the San Carlos School District, was
named the 2016 Region 5
Administrator of the Year -
Superintendent by the Association
of California School Administrators.

The Sequoia Union High School District
Board discussed piloting software that
would make it easier to prepare and
access meeting materials. 

A nonprofit organization called
Peace Builders facilitated the
donation of 31,000 items that will be
handed out to low-income,
homeless, and foster youth in the
Bay Area, including to 2,000
homeless and foster kids identified
by the Ravenswood City School
District. 

Menlo Park teens ages 13–15 are
invited to apply for a six-day cultural
exchange trip to Bizen, Japan, one
of Menlo Park's friendship cities. 

Naomi, a fifth-grader at Oak Knoll
School, will be at the Menlo Park
farmers market on Sunday to raise
money for the nonprofit Tigers
Forever. 

Food for Thought
NPR and Listen Current, a free service that provides teachers with curated public radio
content for their classrooms, announced a partnership to bring more NPR programming
into the education space. 
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Students at Half Moon Bay High
School are participating in a
program called "Tech Tips Taught by
Teens," which connects local
students to Coastside seniors.

A state senator is looking to supplement
school districts' efforts to build residential
housing with a new bill, SB 1413.

The San Mateo-Foster City Elementary
School District's Education Foundation is
under new leadership, with a vision to
reinvigorate the organization. 

The Daily Journal did a feature on
the AVID college preparedness
program at Aragon High School.

San Carlos Elementary School District
officials are discussing altering the
homework policy to give students greater
authority over their after-school hours. 

Bay Area student journalists received 47
awards of excellence from the San
Francisco Peninsula Press Club. A
number of San Mateo County high
schools were big winners. 

The Cabrillo Unified School District
announced it would be placing
portables on the Cunha campus, as
work on the C building may continue
into the 2016–17 school year. 

A Bay Area News Group columnist
criticized a number of school districts in
the East and South Bay for leaving tax
rate information out of their ballot bond
summaries.  

Food for Thought
Take five minutes for a dose of inspiration from Donovan Livingston, a master's graduate at
the Harvard Graduate School of Education. A reminder of why we do what we do. 
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